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Longyearbyen Co2 Lab

As the investigation of the Longyearbyen reservoir proceeds, the political sup-
port for extending the project into carbon capture at the local coal fuelled power 
plant gains momentum. 

The leading Norwegian business paper Dagens Næringsliv has just published a se-
ries of articles about the Longyearbyen CCS project, starting with member of Par-
liament from the Conservative party, Nikolai Astrup, asking for a full scale capture 
facility, combined with the construction of a brand new power plant. He envisions 
that both may be in operation by 2015. His main argument for proposing the Long-
yearbyen capture project is that a gradual approach to carbon capture in Norway 
makes sense. In this perspective, Astrup says that Longyearbyen can be a step on 
the way to full scale capture at Mongstad, which is a much more complicated and 
costly project.

Oscar Graff director of technology at Aker Clean Carbon states in the same article 
that a project this size may be a good idea that his company would support. The 
project also gets the support of Pål Prestrud, the director of the Cicero climate 
research institute.

Astrups initiative was picked up by the local newspaper Svalbardposten. Minister 
of Environment, Erik Solheim, responds in a second article in the paper that he will 
consider the project. – This is a project that should be further evaluated, Solheim 
says to Dagens Næringsliv.

Growing political support for carbon capture in Longyearbyen
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The former managing director of UNIS and the Longyearbyen CO2 Lab, Gunnar Sand, comments in the third article of the series that there 
is a need for CCS demo projects and that a CCS facility hooked onto the coal fuelled power plant in Longyearbyen will receive international 
attention. The main benefit of the Longyearbyen project is that the entire CCS value chain may be realized within a few kilometers from the 
community of Longyearbyen, which is unique. Gunnar Sand also points out that the storage project, which has been running since 2007, has 
been successful. The storage project has reached the stage where it can be concluded that CO2 storage of the capacity needed for capture at 
the local power plant is very likely.

The success for this project in the longer term lies in the close cooperation between Store Norske – Spitsbergen Coal Company, the Bydrift – 
who have sole reasonability for Longyearbyens power plant, UNIS CO2 Lab AS – implementing research, development and education, and the 
continual support from our sponsers and from the local community of Longyearbyen. Our aim to turn Longyearbyen into a show case for CCS is 
ambitious, as a community we can demonstrate that we take responsibility for the future. 

Dagens Næringsliv:  http://co2-ccs.unis.no/Pdf/17.01.2012.DN-Kullkraft-p%C3%A5-Svalbard%281-3%29.pdf

Teknisk Ukeblad:  http://www.tu.no/miljo/article296715.ece
Svalbardposten:  http://co2-ccs.unis.no/Pdf/Svalbardposten-27%20.01.2012.pdf

Svalbardposten:  http://co2-ccs.unis.no/Pdf/21.12.2011.Gryteferdig-milj%C3%B8prosjekt.pdf

By Managing director of UNIS CO2 Lab AS. Ragnhild Rønneberg - Ragnhild.Ronneberg@unis.no

The Arctic Adventures of Dioxy
Episode 3 and 4 are now available on our website: http://co2-ccs.unis.no/Dioxy.html


