
Summer program in progress

As the first snow of the fall season covered the top of the 
surrounding mountains, the summer program of injection 
and fracture tests at Longyearbyen CO2 Lab got under way 
last week. The season is well chosen, as this is the time of the 
year when we can rely on a steady supply of water from the 
nearby river. The temperature is close to zero, though.

The overall goal of the program is to determine injectivity in 
the sub surface aquifers and to start building a knowledge 
base as to the size and the qualities of the reservoir.

We have acquired new and improved equipment for this 
year’s tests and apply North Sea standards in the way the 
operation is being organized. The upgraded equipment al-
lows for higher pressure and increased injection rates com-
pared to what we used previously. We are also using person-
nel who have their experience from offshore operations.

The tests are managed by Geir Ove Titlestad from Add En-
ergy who works with an on-site team from BJ Services and 
Leonhard Nilsen and a reference group with representatives 
from Statoil, Conoco Phillips and Lundin Norway.  The results 
are evaluated as they appear and the program adjusted ac-
cordingly. UNIS is in charge of the operation.

There are 3 main goals for the summer injection tests in Adventdalen:

                                           1.Determine the fracturing pressure of the formations.

                   2.Identify pore pressure of the formations.

                                    3.Identify injection rate/capacity of the formations.

The tests use water with tracers added as a medium. The objectives are to collect data so that the scope of work can be met 
and allow for further progress of the project.

The tests are performed according to North Sea oil field standard with respect to Safety, Health and Environment (SHE). In 
particular we want no harm to the sensitive environment at the test location.

The tests cover both short term step rate tests and longer term injection tests. The pressure levels are followed closely to 
determine fracture activities in the reservoir.

We are eagerly awaiting the results.
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