
Injectivity testing gets global attention

Every year, the International Energy Agency (IEA), invites close to a hundred students and scientists from all over the world 
to its Carbon Capture and Storage Summer School. This year the event took place in Longyearbyen. It included, of course a 
visit to the injection site in Adventdale which was in operation at the time. The picture shows the whole IEA CCS group in 
front of the tanks that were holding the liquids to be injected.

The IEA summer school was not the only international group of students visiting the site this summer. Statoil brought an 
equal number of international students and scientists to Longyearbyen every summer as part of their Svalex course. Svalex 
will celebrate its 10th anniversary this year.

Another prestigious group visiting the site in August was the High North Study Tour, hosted by the Norwegian Foreign 
Office and consisting of government employees and policy makers from European countries in addition to Canada and 
China. This group was followed by “Studietur Nord” and “Svalbardkurset” which recruits its participants from government 
agencies, research communities, private industries and members of parliament. Approx. 80 people participated in these 
study tours.

Finally, we received visitors from the European ScanBalt Academy and the Cicero Research Institute. In addition, the Long-
yearbyen CO2 Lab organized a steering group meeting which started the discussion on the future of the injection pro-
gram.

During these visits  many contacts were made. Professionals from several countries were taking an interest in the Longyear-
byen CO2 Lab and looking at opportunities for future collaborations. This is, of course, the nature of the game. Scientists 
work on different aspects of the same challenges in different locations and in many countries, and they see the benefit of 
getting together with colleagues for inspiration and knowledge sharing. CO2 storage is a worldwide challenge which will 
only succeed with a collective effort and the sharing of knowledge between scientific communities internationally. 
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