
SUCCESS and Longyearbyen CO2 Lab
 agree on closer cooperation 

The boards of Longyearbyen CO2 Lab and the SUCCESS 
centre for environmental friendly energy research have 
agreed to increase the cooperation between the proj-
ects.

The incentive for the SUCCESS centre is the need to get 
access to real field data. Directing the research tasks 

towards a field pilot will more effectively link the research 
performed in the centre to actual experiences and explo-
ration results gained through field work. The motivation 
for the Longyearbyen CO2 Lab is to strengthen the sci-
entific capacity and competence, in order to realize the 
demonstration project’s full potential. In this way, simula-
tion and modelling communities can interact more close-
ly with the field based teams and vice versa. 

The cooperation will also help secure industrial relevance for the commercial partners, by ensuring that 
the centre focuses on research tasks that are relevant, by addressing problems that the industry needs to 
resolve to make CO2 storage a commercial business.

Longyearbyen CO2 Lab was launched in 2007 with the vision to demonstrate capture and storage of CO2 
emitted from the coal-fired power plant in Longyearbyen. The first phase of the project has been to prove 
reservoir properties in late Triassic – early Jurassic sandstones in the subsurface of Longyearbyen. In 2011 
the priority is on better understanding of the reservoir, investigating its capacity and characteristics, as 
well as exploring the potential risk for vertical leakage.

The University Centre in Svalbard (UNIS) has been an active partner in the SUCCESS centre right from the 
beginning. UNIS is also the host institution of the Longyearbyen CO2 Lab. The partners, organizational 
structure and funding bases of the two projects have been different, which calls for a shared understand-
ing of priorities and ownership to data. This has to be negotiated in an agreement.

The responsible managers for SUCCESS and Longyearbyen CO2 Lab, Arvid Nøttvedt and Gunnar Sand, be-
lieve that a closer cooperation represents a win-win opportunity to both parties. Two workshops involving 
personnel from both projects have already been arranged to define the common path for the future.
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