
The CO2 School was born with SUCCESS in 2009. Today, the school is promoting four courses, all of 
which covers CO2 handling in the subsurface, with different approaches spanning from assessment 
of rocks to geophysical investigations of storage sites. As would be expected with the enhanced fo-
cus on CO2 handling, several existing courses have seen a gradual shift in focus. New course are also 
considered, which will broaden the platform of the school even more.

Where as “adjusted” CO2 courses maintain their reputation after years of success, the first true CO2 
sequestration course is juvenile, entering the arena these days. It has been named AG-341 “Geological 
constraints of CO2 sequestration”, which will be a 10 ECT course and will be taught at UNIS from 16th 
May to 17th June 2011. A pool of recognized teachers from Universities in Oslo and Bergen, Gassnova, 
Statoil and Norwegian Petroleum Directorate will give contributions to the event. One could argue 
that this is the first official baby of the Longyearbyen CO2 lab, with teaching using the unique data-
sets and infrastructure from the lab and surrounding geology, as basis for the basic education. The 
course is also unique in that it brings in both global policy and national ambitions to brighten the 
perspectives of mitigations to CO2 emission.

Where will the CO2 School go? The ambition is to offer a series of specialized courses as additions to 
general petroleum-related education of the universities. We could go even further - an international 
alliance would be a splendid perspective, where students can go to European or even USA-based 
universities to deepen their insight. With the global perspective in mind, who will be the first to sign 
up for the CO2 course in May?
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Longyearbyen Co2 Lab

What grows in the shade of large projects like the 
Longyearbyen CO2 Lab? There is of course the 
issue of public awareness around CO2 capture 
and sequestration as mitigation to pollution and 
potential climate change. With a well-covered 
project in Norwegian and partly international 
media, this knowledge-building effort pays off.

However, for successful CO2 sequestration as 
a long-term global activity, education must go 
deeper, to those who are especially interested. 
This is the arena of the Norwegian CO2 School, 
developed in partnership between UNIS and 
the Norwegian universities under the umbrella 
of the SUCCESS centre. The aim is fundamen-
tal – to offer specialized education on Master 
and PhD level around CO2 sequestration. 
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CO2 School on its way ….


