
While the drilling proceeds down to 180 and 430 meters, which are the targets for the new wells in Adventdalen, we 
have quite a few high profile visitors stopping by. The minister of research and higher education, Tora Aasland, was 
here on September 18th, together with rectors, assisting rectors and university directors from seven Norwegian uni-
versities.

Two days later a Parliamentary committee arrived. 11 representatives from the committee for Energy and the envi-
ronment came by the drill site as part of their study tour to Svalbard. They expressed excitement about what they 
saw and heard.

At the end of the week we had visitors from the European ReMoVe program, addressing CO2 storage on the con-
tinent. Among these visitors were representatives from the Ketzin storage project outside Berlin, which we at the 
Longyearbyen CO2 Lab see as a future collaborator and ally in promoting sub surface CO2 storage to the world.

In Longyearbyen our project proceeds as planned. This year we have a particular interest in the integrity and charac-
teristics of the cap rocks. This is done through a combination of injection and fracture tests, trying to determine the 
fracture levels and their significance.

We have a wonderful fall in Longyearbyen this year with temperatures way above the average. This makes the project 
all the more pleasant – for both visitors and the crew.
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Professor Alvar Braathen explains the Longyearbyen 

CO2 project to (from left) UNIS-director Gunnar Sand, 

Assistant dean at the Univ. of Bergen, Lise Øverås, Di-

rector general at the Ministry of research and higher 

education, Torild Johansson, Rector Pål Pedersen at the 

University of Nordland, Minister of research and higher 

education, Tora Aasland, and Director of the Norwegian 

University of Life Sciences, Jan Olav Aasbø. (Photo: Eva 

Therese Jenssen)


